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opposed to a war, and dismissed him in disgrace. Unfortunately
he was soon reinstated in his former office and the assassination
of the Archduke Franz Ferdinand by Serbian fanatics gave him
the opportunity of achieving his purpose, with the powerful
backing of the German war party.
The outbreak of the war naturally wrecked all the hopes for
national appeasement in Austria-Hungary. The war which the
Austro-Hungarian war party had planned as a means for streng-
thening the Empire, could not but destroy its moral foundations,
even if the war had not ended in defeat and collapse. It is
impossible to deny that the different nationalities, after the cruel
experience of the war, were fully entitled to dissolve the Empire,
and to constitute their independent national states. It is quite
a different question, however, whether the dismemberment of
the Empire, and in particular the way it was done, were really
in the interest of the nations concerned, and whether it would
not have been preferable to preserve unity among some of
the nations in the form of a democratic federation. The opinion
is now very widespread that the dissolution of Austria-Hungary
was an immeasurable disaster for all its nationalities, for Europe
and for the world.